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Here’s some frequently used chords in gypsy guitar. Shown here in diagram form, 
they will enable you to get used to these positions. The following chords can be 
played anywhere on the fingerboard. 
The examples are in C.

 
In gypsy guitar, it is 

usual to use the thumb for the 
basses. This difficult technique is 

marked on the diagrams by the sign =  
 
 

It is, however, possible to play the 
chords in the “standard” position.
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Major chords .......... C              C +         C +/9

Major 6th .......... C 6            C 6/9

Major 7th .......... C ma 7                  C ma7 /9
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GYPSY PUMPING

TR

ACKS 11/12

Exercise 3  In order to develop your playing here’s an exercise  
with the basses detached.

Exercise 4 This exercise should have a percussive feel (pay special attention to the up and 
down and the muffled notes.) Note that the final bar is different from the rest. 
This series of chords can also be played in the standard positions.

ACCOMPANIMENT
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GYPSY SWING (SWING GITAN) 
Traditional

TR
ACKS 2/47

THE TUNES A classic gypsy tune. Here’s Angelo Debarre’s take on it.
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